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On page 238 begins the examination of Major Esterhazy. 
M. Labori requested the court to ask the witness what he thought 
of the bordereau. 

"The judge: — . . . 'You are asked what you think of the 
writing of the bordereau ? ' 

" Major Esterhazy : — 'Although you do me the honor to convey 
to me this question, Monsieur le President, it is still the question of 
M. Labori. Consequently I will not answer.' " 

Following are six pages of questions asked by M. Clemenceau, to 
each of which is appended the one word ' ' [silence] . ' ' 

After all, some people are asking themselves, why this fuss about 
a court-martialed captain ? Many others had been sentenced by 
court martial, and on secret evidence too, but never before has so 
much been made of it. " Perhaps," as one of the wondering ones 
has said, " if the others had been Jews, it would have been differ- 
ent. ' ' But the fact remains that Dreyfus was convicted either on 
illegal evidence (that is, a document or documents not produced 
for the inspection of the accused or his counsel), or else on evi- 
dence outrageously insufficient. All of which shows the advan- 
tages of militarism. 

A curious thing about this book is the fact that the lines are not 
justified, the right margin being left uneven, as though printed by 
a typewriter. The publisher claims this as a gain both in economy 
(twenty to forty per cent.) and in aesthetics. 



L'Etat Federatif, Legislation Comparee et Sociologie. Par 
Raoul de La Grasserie. Paris: A. Fontemoing, Editeur. 
1897. 

This paper volume purports to be an inquiry into the different 
forms of union between states which are at present in existence in 
the civilized world, with the purpose of showing their comparative 
value. The title seems rather to refer to one particular form of 
union, but in the text three different systems are discussed. The 
author tells us in his preface that we are to investigate : First, the 
natural and logical foundation sociologically of the three systems — 
isolation, federalism and centralization; second, what part they 
have played and are still playing in the history and geography of 
nations ; and third, what their respective value is, relatively and 
absolutely, to society at large. 

The work is divided into three parts — theoretical, experimental 
and practical. The second part treats of European and American 
federations. When the United States is under treatment some cus- 
tomary European ignorance crops out. For instance, on page 5 1 
the author credits us with but thirty-eight States, and on page 52 
he says the Senate forms, in addition to its other functions, the 
High Court of Justice. These are, of course, minor errors ; yet, 
after discovering them, we are not so inclined to give our whole 
faith to the rest of the book. Many facts are given which it is 
impossible for the average reader to verify, and, in consequence, 
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everything about the book should be like Caesar's wife. It may be, 
however, that this matters but little to the ordinary European 
student, who seems to take small interest in being accurately in- 
formed about America. 

The author's conclusion is that a centralized and unified govern- 
ment like that of France is to be preferred to the federalized gov- 
ernments of the United States or Switzerland. He places his chief 
reliance on the theory of evolution, by which, he claims, people 
began with isolation, passed through the different degrees of union, 
and have at last arrived at the point where merger into one takes 
place. The book is very readable throughout, and, to one of a 
speculative turn of mind, is very interesting. W. P. B. 



General Digest. American and English Quarterly Advance 
Sheets, No. 6 to January, 1898. Rochester, N. Y.: Lawyers' 
Co-operative Publishing Company. 

This installment of the General Digest is in its usual complete 
and accurate form. The publishers deserve great credit for the 
thorough and comprehensive manner in which this digest is com- 
piled. 



